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insurance for children who are
uninsured and do not qualify for
other programs. The Lingle Ad-
ministration terminated Keiki Care
last year, but the Legislature saw
the need within the community and
extended the program to 2012. The
primary health care services will
be provided by federally-qualified
health centers through an appro-
priation of $200,000 per year. The
Governor vetoed the Bill and the
Legislature voted to override her
veto. (SB423)

MEDICAID-HOSPITAL RE-
IMBURSEMENTS. Access to
healthcare is one of the State’s
most critical problems. The Legis-
lature appropriated $12.3 million
in order to qualify for $12.5 mil-
lion of federal Medicaid allowance
funds. This will help Hawaii hos-
pitals provide care to low income
patients statewide. As an indicator
of its importance, this was the
largest general fund appropriation,
and only one of three, outside the
State budget bill. This Bill also was
vetoed by the Governor; the Leg-
islature voted to override the veto.
(SB423)

DISTRICT ISSUES. No doubt
the State’s budgetary woes and
its impact on State programs and

services will be our most press-

ing issue this upcoming legislative
session. However pressing and
difficult these decisions will be, 1
will continue to work on issues that
continue to affect the district:

* Liquor Commission. Over
the past few months, I have
been working with area elected
officials (Senator Carol Fuku-
naga and Councilmember Ann
Kobayashi) and residents have
on the challenges of living near
businesses with liquor licenses,
particularly near Keeaumoku
and Makaloa Streets.

While we can’t stop all noisy
disturbances, we can certainly
hold the businesses accountable
for their actions and ask them
to be conscientious of their
surrounding neighbors. Dur-
ing the 2010 legislative session,
we will work on legislation to
ensure that BYOB establish-
ments are responsible for their
customers’ behaviors, as well
as developing better commu-
nications between all parties
involved.

Another part of the solution
is having residents call in
complaints to the Honolulu
Liquor Commission’s hotline
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Rep. Saiki joins other area elected officials at the
McCully-Moiliili Library’s 40th Anniversary

(768-7363) and/or the Honolulu
Police Department when dis-
turbances occur. If complaints
aren’t registered, the Honolulu
Liquor Commission, Honolulu
Police Department and the prop-
erty owners themselves will not
be aware of the problem — and
it will make it much harder to
stop the disruptive behavior of
customers.

Homeless. The homeless prob-
lem has only gotten worse as our
nation and State’s economies
have worsened. The impact is
clearly seen at our City’s parks.
While there is no easy answer, |
am encouraged by the Institute
for Human Services recent effort
to initiate an outreach program
at the City’s urban parks. The
focus of their effort has been to
identify the needs of the home-
less living in the parks and
connect them to the appropriate
agencies and services.

Noise. Several years ago, rules
restricting the hours for com-
mercial trash pickup were re-
pealed. This legislation session,
I hope to reinstitute some of the
restrictions which would keep
the trucks from picking up trash
in the pre-dawn hours.
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Celebration with Acting Branch Manager Hillary

Chang (center).

Rep. Saiki lending a helping hand at the Totally
Against Graffiti clean up.
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Hokulani Elementary

* Plan, Design and Construct ADA Improvements ....... $375,000

* Repair and Maintenance Projects.........cccccceeeeveenurennen. $346,000
Installation of Ceiling Fans, Replace Solar Ventilators,
Renovate Rooms

Kuhio Elementary

* Repair and Maintenance Projects ..........cccceeevveenunennnen. $159,000
Ventilation Improvements, Repairs to Stage

Lunalilo Elementary

* Repair and Maintenance Projects ........c..ccoceeeveeeenenne. $289,000
Repair CMU Walls, Replace Sport Court, Replace
Sprinkler System, Replace Stage Curtain/Track

Ala Wai Elementary

* Repair and Maintenance Projects .........c.ccceeeevveerneennns $320,000
Washington Middle
* Repair and Maintenance............cccoeeeveeeveerveereenenennnen. $445,000

Replace Gate to Doors, Wheelchair Ramps,
Remove Metal Cage, Replace Science Labs,
Electrical Upgrade, Campus Flood Light,

Install Ceiling Fans, Replace Exhaust Fans
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Principal Carganilla gets a hand
from Rep. Saiki in recognizing
quarterly award winners at Hokulani
Elementary School in April.

Ala Wai Elementary School’s “Rep.
Scott Saiki’s Top Achiever Award”
recipients.




