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CLOSING REMARKS

Members, we have come to the end of the 2007

legislative session, and I truly believe we can look back

and be proud of the work we have accomplished for the

people of Hawaii.

We have had a solid session.

We have passed a balanced budget that invests in

public health and safety and the general welfare of our

population.

Our budget is also fiscally conservative. We have

been responsible in recognizing that future economic

performance and resultant tax revenues may not reach the

levels previously projected.

We have provided substantial tax relief to those who

really need it: the lower- and middle-income families of

the State. Rather than providing tax rebates to those with

higher incomes, we have chosen to target relief that will

impact 60% of our citizens.

We have provided for economic development, human

services, health, housing, and other issues through

individual legislation as well as the budget.

We have shown political courage by holding hearings on

controversial measures such as death with dignity, civil

unions and tort reform. Although the measures did not pass



this House, we gave the proponents and opponents the

opportunity to present their views in an open public forum

as should be done in a democracy.

We may not always agree in the process of setting

priorities and making decisions…

But, despite our differences, we have worked well

together. I am proud that we have been civil with each

other in our debates in committee and on this floor. We

have chosen to take care of the people's business in a

responsible and high-minded manner.

For that, I thank you all – members of both the

majority and minority parties.

Even though today is the last day of the session, we

all have much work to do in the interim. The planning for

next year starts tomorrow.

I know you will all be working hard on your various

task forces, preparing new legislation for 2008, and

meeting with your constituents on the issues important to

them. Your dedication to serving your communities is the

heart and soul of the House of Representatives. Thank you

again for a great session. Mahalo nui loa.


