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East Oahu School's Candidacy Accepted
Niu Valley Middle School to begin International Baccalaureate Programme
by LORI ARIZUMI
Sun Correspondent
There ARE bright spots in Hawaii's public schools, and probably none more luminous than Niu Valley Middle School, whose candidacy has just been accepted to begin an International Baccalaureate Programme.

The International Baccalaureate was founded in Geneva, Switzerland in 1968 as a non-profit educational foundation. It started as a single university (college) prep program, which presented a common curriculum and set of external examinations for international students in schools throughout the world. As the program developed, IB focused on a transdisciplinary program of international education, designed to enable students to grow into inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. Although the first IB schools were predominantly private international schools, today over half of all IB World Schools are state schools. The IB works with 2,390 schools in 129 countries to offer three IB programs to approximately 651,000 students.

"I am thrilled that Niu Valley Middle School initiated the journey in the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP) as the first institution in Hawaii to be selected!" said Representative Lyla Berg. "It's been a long process, as I began convening the Kaiser Complex Forums in early 2005. All groups in our community (business, education, non-profit, youth, service organizations, elected officials, etc.) had an opportunity to dialogue and exchange ideas toward a common vision: that of wanting the educational experiences and learning of our area youth to result in their ability to be successful in their professional lives, fulfilled in their personal lives, and contributory in their social lives."

Receiving IB certification entails an arduous process by school personnel, of assessment, visioning, articulation, preparation, teacher training, community engagement, and ongoing monitoring by the international organization. MYP is designed for students aged 11 to 16 (grades 6 - 10), and will be followed into high school.

The overall philosophy of the IB program is expressed through fundamental concepts based on intercultural awareness, holistic learning, and communication. The five areas of interaction are: approaches to learning; community and service; human ingenuity; environment and health and social education. The discipline areas of mathematics, science, language arts, and social studies are integrated and interwoven in the areas of focus, rather than being separate disciplines.

After all, learning how to learn and how to use information critically is as important as acquiring information.

IB programs encourage a positive attitude to learning by encouraging students to ask challenging questions, to reflect critically, to develop research skills, to learn how to learn and to participate in community service. Teachers assess students by selecting or designing methods of assessment appropriate to the learning outcomes, taking into account the diverse, complicated and sophisticated ways that individual students use to develop and demonstrate their understanding.

"I see the possibility of the Kaiser Complex youth from pre-K through grade 12 becoming the leaders that we so desperately need in our world today," continued Berg. "Niu Valley becoming an IB school resulted from community-engaged dialogues. The choice to become an IB school initiates the transformation of both elementary and high schools in our geographic region. By embracing global education, our youngest children can be increasingly better prepared in tangible, measurable, and relevant ways to meet the challenges they will inevitably face as high school graduates.

"I am most appreciative of the leadership offered by Principal Justin Mew and the faculty to launch our area schools into world class status alongside other schools on various continents," said Berg. "Recognition as an IB school is an indicator that Niu Valley Middle faculty have the vision expressed by the community and that their students will also have the recognition to stand proudly among IB graduates from other countries. Being an IB school deliberately establishes opportunities for our area youth to have learning experiences that will connect them to the global community."
