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S.C.R. 77 and S.C. 44 
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2:05 PM  --  Conference Room  Auditorium 
 
Submitted in OPPOSITION by Tito Montes, Ewa Beach, HI 
 
Chairwoman Tokuda, Vice-Chair Kidani,  and Committee Members 
 
I am in vehement opposition to SCR 77 and SR44 for the following reasons: 
 

1.  It should not be up to the State to teach children sexual education 
a. This is a responsibility of the family unit, especially since each family in 

Hawaii considers differently what is appropriate. 
b. The state continuing to mandate a takeover of parental responsibilities will 

further marginalize the important roles of a mother and a father in a 
child’s life and lead further to the disintegration of the family unit. 
 

2. Children are not ready at an early age to handle a topic as complex and as 
potentially dangerous as human sexual relationships.  Most children are not even 
aware of their own sexualities at an early age.   
 

a. This education will most likely confuse them.  Teenagers especially…we 
do not let them drive, drink, smoke, vote, enlist, have credit cards, hold 
jobs, and a multitude of other activities that are age restricted, but yet you 
want to place into their hands an aspect of human behavior, that while it 
can be wonderful and beautiful, is also potentially dangerous, life-
threatening, and whose terrible unintended consequences extremely 
burdensome our society.  This is irresponsible and careless. 
 

b. Planned Parenthood website, sexual education should include:  
 
"information and concerns about body image, contraception, gender, 
human growth and development, human reproduction, pregnancy, 
relationships, safer sex (prevention of sexually transmitted infections), 
sexual attitudes and values, sexual anatomy and physiology, sexual 
behavior, sexual health, sexual orientation, and sexual pleasure." 
 

c. Today, a particularly insidious obstacle to the task of education is the 
massive presence in our society and culture of relativism which, 
recognizing nothing as definitive, leaves as the ultimate criterion only the 
self with its desires. And under the semblance of freedom it becomes a 
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prison for each one, for it separates people from one another, locking each 
person into his or her own ego.   
 

3. Our culture today is rampant with inconsideration, vanity, and extreme 
selfishness.  It is difficult for parents to keep children on a virtuous path.  I am 
blessed that my wife and I have the skills and the resources necessary to 
homeschool our children.  Many parents in Hawaii cannot do this.  Many parents 
also find private schools to be cost prohibitive.  So most parents do not have a 
choice but to send their children to schools run by the state, and what if they 
disagree with the sexual education you propose?  They are caught in Catch-22, 
there’s no choice…Ultimately, this ends up being a form of discrimination. 
 

4. According to: Hawaii State Dept of Education, 
http://www.doe.k12.hi.us/periodicals/update/2007/update0712.pdf, Over 70% of 
8th and 10th grade students do not meet standards in math, 35%-40% do not meet 
the standards in reading.  From a fiscal standpoint, the state of Hawaii needs to 
concentrate more on fixing its failings than interfere in an area it should not stay 
out of. 
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